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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendment dated 10/05/2006 has been received and entered. By the 
amendment, claims 1 -6 are remain pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

Claims 1 -3 recite a limitation of "a light guide plate emitting light having a polarization" 
and "polarization of the light emitted from light guide plate' 5 which was unable to one skilled in 
the art how it could be polarized light while such light not transmitted/emitted from any 
polarizing element. In other words, such claims fail to comply with the enablement requirement. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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Regarding claims 1-3, it is confusing and unclear how light emitted from the light guide 
plate can be polarized without any polarizing element therefrom. Correction to the claimed 
language is suggested to clarify the claimed subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1-6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Gunjima et aL, 
US Patent No. 5,587,816, as stated in the final office action. 

■ 

The above claims are anticipated by Gunjima et al. figure 1 which discloses an LCD 
device comprising: 

. an LCD panel (12) having a polarization plate (9); 

. a light source (1); 

. a light guide plate ( 3); 

. a light control sheet (prism 7) having a material same as light guide (e.g., resin, col. 10, 
In. 42) disposed next to the polarization plate, wherein the light control sheet rotates polarized 
light emitted from the light guide plate around a traveling direction of the light (light path) 
toward a direction of a direction of light transmission axis of the polarization plate (9) (see figure 
1 and col. 12, lines 31-45). 

It should be noted that the limitations of "made/formed through" "drawing process" 
"cutting-out process" recite a one-step process which does not further limit the structure of the 
claimed. Therefore, the process limitation does not have patentable weight. See MPEP § 21 13. 
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In addition, as best understood, light emiited from the light guide have to be transmitted through 
the polarizing plate (e.g., element 6) to polarize such light before enter the light control sheet (7). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 10/05/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/05/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive 

Applicant's argument are as follow: 

a. re rejections under 35 USC 1 12: claims have been amended to recite "a light guide plate 
emitting light having a polarization" and figures 5-7 fully supported the limitation of "a 
light guide plate emitting light having a polarization state". 

b. re rejections under 35 USC 102(b): Applicant confuses the function of "reflection" within 
prism array as described by Gunjima et al. and the "rotation" of the polarization of the 
emitted light in the claimed invention. Specifically, Gunjima et al. fails to disclose that 
the prism array 7 has any role in the polarization of the light emitted therefrom. As a 
result, there is no suggestion in Gunjima et al. that by transmission through the polarized 
light separator "a maximum-intensity-direction of polarization of the light emitted from 
said light guide plate is rotated around a traveling direction of the light toward a direction 
of a light transmissive axis of said polarization plate". 
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The Examiner's responses are as follow: 

a. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's viewpoint. In particular, as 
discussed during the interview (December 07, 2006), as asserted by Applicant, figures 5-7 of the 
application described a test performed on light guide plate 4, in which light being transferred 
through the polarization plate (e.g. plate 26); such light is not emitted from the LCD device light 
source (e.g., lamp 6). It should be noted that a fluorescent lamp is known as unpolarized light. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would not be able to merely find how light from lamp 6 can be 
polarized without go through any polarization element. 

b. As stated in the previous office action, in order to redirection light to the polarization plate 9, 
converts the light direction of the light having an angle of substantially 60° to the light directing 
having the direction perpendicular (90°) to the face of the LCD element (through the polarization 
9) (col. 12, lines 41-45) i.e., the emitted light from the light guide plate 3 would be rotate around 
a light traveling direction (e.g., rotated from 60° to 90°) as claimed. In should also be note that 
the emitted light from the light guide is a polarized light (i.e. light with S and P components), the 
prism 7 would reflect one component and transmit the other one as described in column 12, line 
37;then the polarized light component transmitted through the prism 7 would be traveled to the 
LCD panel and could be rotated as described in column 12, lines 41-45. 
Accordingly, the limitation of the above claims met. 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dung Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2297. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 571-272-1782. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 8^6-217-919^ (toll-free). 
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\Dung Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
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